Him with blows, He would not menace them/ Also,
the great patience which the saints in Paradise
showed in bearing the tribulations of this world, and
all without their deserving or their guilt—this ought
greatly to prompt you to patience. Furthermore, you
should enforce patience upon yourself when you con-
sider that the tribulations of this world can but a
little while endure, being soon over and ended. But
the happiness that a man looks to receive by bearing
tribulations patiently is perdurable, as the apostle
says in his Epistle. 'The joy of God/ he says, 'is per-
durable/ Which is to say, it is everlasting. Also, hold
and believe steadfastly that he is neither well bred
nor well taught who cannot have patience, or will"
not receive training in patience. For Solomon says
that the belief and the knowledge of a man are
known by his patience. And in another place he says
that he who is patient will govern himself prudently.
And this same Solomon says that the angry and
wrathful man is noisy, while the patient man mod-
erates and quiets noise. He says, also, that it is better
to be patient than to be very strong; and he that gov-
erneth his own heart is more praiseworthy than he
that taketh a city. And thereto says Saint James in
his Epistle: 'Let patience have her perfect work/ "
"Surely," said Melibeus, "I will grant you, Dame
Prudence, that patience is a great virtue of perfec-
tion; but every man may not attain to the perfection
that you seek; nor am I of the number of perfect
men, for my heart will never find peace until I have
revenged myself. And though it was dangerous to my s
enemies to do me an injury in taking vengeance
upon me, yet took they no heed of their own peril,
but fulfilled their evil purpose. And therefore it
seems to me that men ought not to find fault with me
if I incur a little peril in taking vengeance, even
though I go to great excess, that is to say, that I
avenge one outrage with another/'
"Ah," said Dame Prudence, "you speak out of your
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